NATUEE AND FUNCTION OF RELIGION

ones possessing a somewhat definite form and
organisation. The Buddha Gautama discovered
and offered to man a way of salvation in which
the efficient power was not an external, personal
power, but an indwelling, psychic principle. But
the disciples speedily deified the Master who had
enjoined them to adore no one, and substituted
for his teaching the worship of the God Gautama.
So that, almost as soon as born, Buddhism ceased
to exist as a Godless Religion.

'Humanity' is qualified to become the centre
of a Religion because its service accomplishes for
man in essence and by similar methods pre-
cisely what the acknowledged Religions do for
their disciples.1 I quote from A. Comte: 'Around
this Real, Great Being, immediate instigator of
each individual and collective existence, our feel-
ings and desires centre as spontaneously as do our
ideas and actions. . . . More readily accessible to
our feelings as well as to our thinking [than
the chimerical beings of the existing Religions],
because of an identity of nature which does not
preclude its superiority over all its servants, a
Supreme Being such as this excites deeply an
activity destined to preserve and to improve it

1 F. Harrison, Moral and Religious Socialism, New  Year's
Address, 1891.
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